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Abstract

The objective of this study is to evaluate the initiatives of UN Women, an
organizational entity of the United Nations that specializes in the field of
women, in addressing the issues and instances of sexual violence that have
been experienced by numerous Ukrainian female civilians as a result of the

Russia-Ukraine conflict. This study uses a qualitative descriptive
methodology, utilizing sources such as books, journals, news portals, and
films. The theory of International Organizations and Sexual assault is
employed as a framework to examine the activities of UN Women in
addressing instances of sexual assault endured by Ukrainian women as a
result of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. The findings indicate that UN Women
has implemented numerous initiatives, such as utilizing social media to
encourage all segments of society to take action in response to the
numerous cases that occur in Ukraine, collaborating with international
women's organizations, and addressing the needs of women in the areas
of peacebuilding and humanitarian assistance. Additionally, UN Women
conducts gender analyses to motivate the entire community to assist in
the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. In addition to psychological support,
UN Women offers legal assistance, social service assistance, and aid funds
provided by the organization.
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Introduction

Sexual violence against women is a dramatic problem that has consistently captured
global attention. Both women and men can fall victim to various forms of sexual violence,
however the majority of victims of sexual violence are women. The occurrence of rape and
sexual assault can be attributed to society's development of gender norms and stereotypes
around women and men(Chrisler, 2023). The negative consequences arise from the fact that
social acceptance portrays women as inferior to men, hence contributing to the prevalence
of rape and sexual assault against women (Mulyani et al., 2023).

Furthermore, the societal prejudice against women as a subordinate gender makes them
more susceptible to violence, and their interactions can also serve as catalysts for such
violence. Typically, humans engage in social interactions, but occasionally these patterns of
engagement can lead to negative outcomes and escalate into conflicts (Badruzaman et al.,
2020). Conflicts in encounters typically occur when the individuals involved have divergent
interests and opinions. Consistently and constantly occurring conflicts have the potential to
incite phenomena such as war (Susila et al., 2022).

A conflict arose between Russia and Ukraine due to their divergent interests. This long-
standing conflict escalated when Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky sought to officially
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register Ukraine as a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In response,
Russia invaded several areas in Ukraine with the intention of pressuring Ukraine to refrain
from joining NATO. Russia perceives Ukraine's NATO membership as a threat to its defense
capabilities (Midhol, 2022).

The Russian invasion of Ukraine had far-reaching consequences, including negative
effects on the region's stability and Ukraine's economy. Additionally, it resulted in a
humanitarian crisis, with numerous reports of casualties and fatalities as a result of the
conflict (Siahaan & Dewi, 2023). Consequently, the Ukrainian government had to provide
humanitarian aid during the evacuation process to address the crisis (Akbar et al., 2023).
Furthermore, the confrontation between Russia and Ukraine has resulted in significant
human and social costs, with individuals affected experiencing profound mental and
psychological distress Russia pledges to halt the invasion on the condition that Ukraine
complies with its demands. Russia is requesting a modification to the constitution that
acknowledges Ukraine's commitment to neutrality and prohibits its membership in military
alliances like NATO. Subsequently, Russia requested that Ukraine cease its military operations
and engage in a conversation with the President of Russia (Atok, 2022).

President Zelensky asserted that Ukraine is prepared for service as a mediator with
Russia, but emphasized that Ukraine is a sovereign nation that will not be subservient to any
other country. Consequently, Ukraine will govern itself independently, without surrendering
to the demands of any foreign power. Zelensky expressed Ukraine's willingness to evaluate a
number of additional terms proposed by Russia, including the termination of the interim
truce, in order to safeguard the security of the nation (Hakim, 2022). Russia and Ukraine have
taken part in several conversations and exerted significant efforts to negotiate a mutually
beneficial deal. However, despite their persistent pursuit of peace, both countries have
incurred substantial losses. The losses referred to encompass both tangible and intangible
costs, encompassing both physical and psychological damages resulting from the conflict
between the two nations (Puspita et al., 2022). Rape and sexual violence frequently occur as
a consequence of armed conflict, with women being targeted as a deliberate tactic to advance
political agendas and carry out ethnic cleansing. This includes targeting people from enemy
territories (Hutomo & Hanura, 2021). Cases of violence and rape have taken place within the
borders of Ukraine. Ukrainian society asserts that these crimes were committed multiple
times by Russian soldiers on Ukrainian soil. Some Russian soldiers unlawfully entered homes,
armed themselves, attempted to sexually assault Ukrainian women, and also killed their
husbands (Limaye, 2022).

A multitude of reports, along with substantial evidence and eyewitness testimonies, have
been gathered to substantiate the reality of the sexual violence committed by Russian
soldiers. These acts of sexual violence took place within the territories under Russian
occupation, including the Kyiv region, Chernihiv region, Khariv region, Donetsk region, and
Kherson region(Laoli, 2023). In October 2022, Ukrainian investigators and the UN Human
Rights Commission gathered evidence of sexual abuse. The Human Rights Commission's
report confirmed around 125 occurrences of sexual violence in Ukraine. The investigation
indicated several instances of brutality perpetrated by Russian troops, involving the
mistreatment of Ukrainian women across various age groups, including children and the
elderly. Additionally, men who attempted to intervene were killed in response to their efforts
to halt these abhorrent acts (Kit, 2022).
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UN Women, the organization that is usually the main UN council that works for gender
equality and women's empowerment in the midst of the crisis that is occurring, has finally
taken notice of the numerous cases of violence against women and rape that Ukrainian
women have experienced (Susetio & Muliawan, 2023). One of UN Women's efforts is to call
on all local and international activists to counteract systematic gender-based issues by
educating those who have the potential to become victims, who are typically women,
because, as the UN Women article states, women are the ones who suffer and are exploited
the most during war. Sexual violence resulting from conflict causes significant physical,
material, and psychological harm. Therefore, it is imperative to make concerted measures to
decrease the occurrence of such violence (Ismail, 2020). According to data given by Ukraine,
a staggering 80% of Ukrainian women are at risk of becoming victims of sexual abuse during
times of war.

Conceptual Framework

1. International Organization

International organizations are essentially comprised of two terms: "Organization" and
"International”. "Organization" refers to a social platform aimed at achieving shared
objectives, while "International" denotes the collaboration of nations with diverse cultural,
customary, and national elements, expressing their willingness to engage in a collective
association. Put simply, an International Organization is a group of countries that work
together to achieve the common objective of aligning their Vision and Mission. This is
accomplished through a process called accommodation, which involves collaboration and
talks between countries.

In 1919, international organizations started to emerge and gain global significance,
capturing the world's attention. This was evident during the Versailles peace conference,
where the victorious nations of World War | gathered to negotiate a peace agreement. The
conference focused on establishing regulations pertaining to the laws of war. Additionally,
discussions were held regarding the establishment of a permanent organization that would
address social issues, promote peace and security, and tackle economic challenges (Luerdi &
Mardiyanti, 2021). Originally, international organizations referred to groups comprising
multiple countries with independent governments, commonly known as International
Governmental Organizations (IGOs). Subsequently, this progress started to broaden and
encompass non-state entities known as (International Non-Governmental Organizations
(INGOs) (Golia dan Peters 2020).

An INGO is an independent group that operates without government or corporate
involvement. These non-governmental organizations, such as Greenpeace and Oxfam, have
significant influence in international politics while not being affiliated with the government.
Unlike non-governmental organizations (NGOs), IGOs are government organizations
composed of sovereign countries. This intergovernmental institution holds the utmost
significance in the realm of international law from a theoretical standpoint. The United
Nations (UN) is the most renowned IGOs. The UN was established in the aftermath of World
War Il with the primary objective of ensuring global peace and preventing future conflicts.

The efficacy of International Organizations in addressing the challenges encountered
by nations has gained recognition in the global arena. The existence of International
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Organizations signifies the necessity for human beings to collaborate with one another and
serves as a mechanism for addressing prevailing issues (Adelia et al., 2024). Chlive Archer
categorizes the role of International Organizations into three distinct categories. The first
category is "Organizations as Instruments," where member countries utilize these
organizations to achieve specific goals aligned with their political objectives. The second
category is "Organizations as Arenas," where member countries utilize these organizations as
platforms to discuss and address the challenges they face. Often, these countries leverage
these International Organizations to draw international attention to the issues they are
grappling with domestically. The third category is "Organizations as Independent Actors,"
wherein international organizations possess the autonomy to make decisions without
external influence or coercion. UN Women has effectively fulfilled its duty as an instrument,
arena, and independent player in this case. The case study examines UN Women's endeavors
to combat sexual violence against Ukrainian women during the Russian-Ukrainian war. Given
the significant impact of this conflict on the prevalence of violence against women in Ukraine,
itisimperative for UN Women, an organization dedicated to promoting feminism, to prioritize
addressing this issue. This study investigates the application of the idea of International
Organization to analyze the approach of UN Women in addressing issues that arise in Ukraine.

2. Sexual Violence

Sexual violence refers to an act perpetrated by the offender against the victim that
involves sexual stimulation and can result in both physical and psychological ilinesses due to
the use of violence and coercion (Mas’udah, 2022). Acts of violence can be categorized into
three distinct types: physical violence and sexual violence. According to the given
interpretation, physical violence refers to an action that leads to the experience of pain,
disease, or severe harm. Psychological violence refers to actions that induce dread, diminish
self-assurance, impede one's capacity to take action, and generate a sense of powerlessness,
ultimately leading to psychological distress and suicidal ideation. Sexual violence refers to the
act of coercing or compelling someone to engage in sexual behavior against their will,
encompassing various forms and manifestations (Jadi, 2021).

According to WHKoster Hanke-Van't Hoff's definition, violence refers to the utilization of
force or illegitimate power. Sexual violence can also be referred to as a sexual crime, as it
involves committing an offense against individuals and is seen as a grave wrongdoing.
According to Sylvia Walby, sexual violence refers to the use of compulsion or physical force
to engage in sexual acts with someone against their will (Walby, 2023).

There are a total of 15 distinct forms of sexual violence, encompassing acts such as rape,
sexual intimidation involving threats and attempted rape, sexual harassment, sexual
exploitation, sexual trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation, coerced prostitution,
sexual slavery, forced marriage including divorce, compelled pregnancy, forced abortion,
coerced contraception or forced sexual intercourse, sexual torture, inhumane and sexually
motivated punishment, traditional practices with sexual undertones that pose a risk or
discriminate against women, and sexual control through regulatory measures. Discrimination
arises as a result of moral and religious beliefs (Sianturi & Thamrin, 2023).

The text discusses a case study that focuses on UN Women's initiatives to combat sexual
violence targeting Ukrainian women during the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Acts of sexual
violence perpetrated by Russia, as well as violence that took place in Ukraine, should be
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categorized as severe sexual offenses, necessitating additional measures to address the acts
of sexual violence done by Russia. Russia's perpetration of sexual violence falls within the four
categories of violence mentioned before, namely rape, sexual coercion through threats,
sexual harassment, and sexual exploitation.

Method

Creswell (Creswell, 2013) states that a research method is a set of instructions that
includes stages for gathering data, analyzing that data, and interpreting the results. Since this
is a qualitative technique using a descriptive research type, the research method employed is
that of a research method (Salmaa, 2023). The research use qualitative methode to describe
the war phenomenon of Russia-Ukraine conflict to gain comprehensive knowledge, by
timeline spans from March 2022 to July 2024, coinciding with the duration of the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict until a ceasefire is established. The secondary data utilized comprises
scholarly articles, mass media articles, news from verified YouTube channels, and official
comments from the Ukrainian and Russian governments pertaining to the war between the
two nations.

Finding and Discussion
Sexual Violence during Armed Conflicts

Sexual violence encompasses various forms of aggression, coercion, or intimidation
perpetrated by one individual against another, such as rape, sexual slavery, and forced
prostitution. Sexual violence during times of war or armed conflict is a pervasive issue that
affects individuals of all genders and age groups, including men, women, children, and the
elderly (Octaviani & Nurwati, 2021). While sexual violence can affect both men and women,
certain groups may be more susceptible to such crimes. Research by Puspita suggests that
women are particularly vulnerable to experiencing sexual violence during times of war. Sexual
violence perpetrated during times of war is classified as a war crime and falls under the
purview of humanitarian law. It is important to note that humanitarian law does not explicitly
prohibit armed conflicts between tribes, nations, or countries. However, its primary purpose
is to safeguard human rights during times of war (Puspita et al., 2022) Therefore, the existence
of humanitarian law serves to establish regulations and accountability for all parties involved
in armed conflicts (Arrumaisha, 2023). The objective is for all individuals, whether directly or
indirectly involved in warfare, to adhere to the values of humanity. Humanitarian law governs
the rules of warfare, ensuring that it does not result in undue harm or suffering, and upholds
the concepts of compassion and empathy. It is evident that if there is a correlation with sexual
assault that frequently takes place in armed conflict, it is a breach of humanitarian law as it
disregards the ideals of humanity (Hutomo, Raden Maulana, 2021).

Humanitarian Law is characterized by its function as a regulation that restricts the
consequences of armed conflict by safeguarding individuals who are either no longer involved
in or do not partake in armed violence or warfare (SIMON 2023). umanitarian law provides
concise regulations for the safeguarding of non-combatants or civilians, preservation of
essential infrastructure, limitations on the tactics and techniques employed in warfare, the
rights and responsibilities of those engaged in armed conflict, and the enforcement of legal
principles during times of war (lkromah, 2024).
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Sexual assault is a significant issue in war as it is frequently employed as a military tactic
to secure victory in times of conflict. Sexual violence is frequently employed as a means of
instilling fear among the populace in conflict-ridden regions, and it is also utilized as a tool for
genocide. Sexual violence in conflict is classified as a war crime due to the physical and
psychological harm it inflicts upon its victims (Puspita et al., 2022). From an international
perspective, sexual violence is a criminal act targeting women that profoundly affects the
victim's physical, psychological, and emotional well-being. This, undoubtedly, deprives
individuals of their fundamental human rights, including the right to freedom, which is
essential for pursuing personal or collective objectives. From a global standpoint, Article 1 of
the UN Declaration explicitly addresses the issue of violence against women. "Gender-based
violence encompasses any action that causes or is likely to cause physical, sexual, or
psychological harm or suffering to women. This includes acts such as threats, coercion, or
unjust restrictions on their freedom, whether they occur in public or private settings" (Salma
& Hapsari, 2023).

Article 1 of the UN Declaration grants the UN Council, namely the Security Council, the
authority to impose penalties on those responsible for war crimes. This is done through a
judicial apparatus that is directly overseen by the UN Security Council (Tri et al., 2022). Sexual
violence has garnered significant global attention, encompassing acts of sexual violence in
societal contexts as well as those arising from conflicts between regions, tribes, and even
nations (Khoirunnisa et al., 2022). arious international initiatives have been established to
address sexual violence in times of war. One such initiative is the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which is an international
convention aimed at promoting women's human rights. Additionally, UN Women is an
organization dedicated to empowering women and addressing cases of violence against
women, including mental and sexual abuse (Hartana & Pradnyandari, 2021).

The international community's extensive efforts to address instances of violence and
sexual violence against women in war, including the establishment of protective laws,
adherence to humanitarian law, and the presence of organizations like UN Women, validate
the significance placed on combating sexual violence against women in conflict. It may be
inferred that the global community is actively working to address all instances of sexual
assault perpetrated against women during times of war (Hartana & Wibawa, 2021).

UN Women's Initiatives Aim to Mitigate Sexual Violence

The UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women is a UN agency. UN
Women is an organization that focuses on several elements of promoting gender equality and
empowering women. The primary objective of UN Women is to establish a fair and equitable
global society for women by disseminating knowledge on gender equality and fostering parity
between women and men. UN Women was established as a direct outcome of a resolution
passed during the UN session in July 2010. Its development was initiated with the aim of
expediting the objectives of creating an organization dedicated to promoting gender equality
and empowering women(Nurul, 2021).

The United Nations, as a global governing body, addresses not just inter-country conflicts,
politics, and security, but also prioritizes addressing the pervasive issue of gender inequality
faced by women worldwide. The United Nations has demonstrated a strong commitment to
addressing the issue of gender discrimination through many declarations, agreements, and
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social norms that member countries have adopted under the guidance of the UN. The
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is an
international agreement that focuses on ensuring human rights, particularly for women. It
was adopted in Beijing and ratified in 1981 as a means to address the issue of gender
discrimination. Member countries of the United Nations subsequently ratified and
implemented the convention in their respective nations, adhering to their own national laws
and regulations (Reditya 2023).

UN Women commenced operations in 2011 following one year of legal authorization.
The President of Chile, Michelle Bachelet, serves as the chair of UN Women. Initially, Bachelet
held the position of Executive Director before being succeeded by the former vice president
of UN Women South Africa on July 10, 2013. This change occurred exactly two years after UN
Women began its operations focused on gender issues (Nirwana, 2021). UN Women has
identified 4 strategic priorities to effectively accomplish the objectives of gender equality and
women's empowerment. These priorities are:

1. Women attain leadership positions, thereby engaging in and receiving equal rights
within the

governmental framework.

2. Women are ensured a respectable salary, along with economic independence.

3. All females, regardless of age, lead lives devoid of any kind of violence.

4. Women and girls possess the ability to make valuable contributions and exert
significant impact in the development of sustainable peace and resilience. They should be
granted equal authority in the prevention of natural disasters, conflicts, and humanitarian
efforts.

As part of the UN reform, UN Women was also established. In this case, it involved the
merger of four previously separate UN entities that were solely dedicated to women's
empowerment and gender equality: the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), the
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), the
Office of the Special Adviser on Gender and the Advancement of Women (OSAGI), and the
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) (Febriana, 2021).

Since its establishment in 2010, UN Women has achieved significant strides in combating
gender discrimination and addressing instances of sexual assault against women. UN Women
endeavors to devise, execute, and assess pragmatic approaches and strategies to eradicate
instances of violence against women and children (Shamimi dan Rijal 2022). UN Women
devised the 'Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces' program to build secure public spaces for
women. This initiative was implemented in various countries including Quito, Ecuador; Cairo,
Egypt; New Delhi, India; Port, Papua New Guinea; Moresby, and Kagiali, Rwanda. This
initiative has been implemented in over 20 cities worldwide, encompassing regions such as
North Africa, the Middle East, and the Pacific (UN Women, 2023).

UN Women in a nation typically offers help and initiatives that fit the specific
requirements of that nation. For example, UN Women in Indonesia provides training to
service providers who support women who have experienced sexual abuse. This training
encompasses rehabilitation, handling complaints, and providing legal aid services. UN
Women offers legal expertise and advocates for the protection of women's rights. Ensuring
the safety of women is a collaborative effort that involves various sectors such as ministries,
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institutions, academic policy makers, and the media. The active involvement of these entities
has a crucial role in effectively reducing incidents of violence against women (Reditya, 2023).

UN Women in multiple nations also aids in bolstering the political empowerment of
women, thereby enhancing their role and impact. This, in turn, aims to create an environment
where women can live free from various forms of violence, including sexual violence, gender-
based violence, and discrimination. When we delve deeper into UN Women's programs, we
find that a significant number of its initiatives are designed to combat violence against
women. Additionally, these programs are a component of empowerment, both economically
and politically, as well as gender-based discrimination (Putri, 2023).

This aligns with Clive Archer's theory of International Organizations, which identifies
three primary roles. Firstly, organizations serve as instruments, functioning as tools for
countries to pursue their interests. Secondly, organizations act as arenas, providing a platform
for countries to raise domestic issues and attract attention from other nations. Lastly,
international organizations can function as independent actors, capable of making decisions
and policies without external influence (Audreya et al., 2021). UN Women has effectively
fulfilled its duty as an instrument, arena, and autonomous player. It has played a crucial part
in addressing problems related to sexual violence and reducing a country's apprehension
about violence. In addition to addressing situations of violence against women in a country
without any intervention or influence from external parties, UN Women also makes decisions
regarding such cases.

UN Women's Efforts to Address Sexual Violence in Ukraine

Russia committed war crimes in Ukraine as a result of its invasion during the conflict
between the two nations. Multiple instances of sexual abuse perpetrated by Russian forces
against Ukrainian civilians, particularly targeting Ukrainian women, have been documented
(Simanjuntak & Uyan Wiryadi, 2023). Pramila Patten, the United Nations (UN) special
representative for sexual assault, has disclosed that Russian forces in Ukraine employ sexual
violence and rape as military tactics. From the perspective of women who were forcibly
confined and sexually assaulted, as well as instances of sexual violence against men and boys,
including reports of Russian soldiers using Viagra, it is evident that Russia is employing this
military tactic to strip victims of their humanity (Karomah & Triyatno, 2023).

The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) stated that
extensive monitoring revealed several violations of international law during the Russian
armed assault on Ukraine. Numerous accounts of torture, ill-treatment, and sexual abuse are
prevalent in the detention facilities under Russian occupation. ODIHR has received multiple
complaints documenting instances of extrajudicial killings and the infliction of severe physical
and psychological pain on those detained in Russia. ODIHR conducted interviews with over
200 individuals who were victims of sexual abuse, including rape, threats of rape, forced
nudity, and even the use of electric shocks on their genitals, perpetrated by Russian soldiers
(OSCE, 2023).

In 2023, Ukrainian authorities examined over 97,000 reports of war crimes, which
encompassed instances of sexual abuse, and initiated legal proceedings against 220
individuals in national tribunals. In January, the extent of torture in Kherson increased
significantly, with over 200 Ukrainians being unlawfully arrested. Numerous survivors have
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reported various methods of torture, such as electric shocks, strangulation, and even sexual
abuse.

Ukrainian regional investigators discovered various human rights abuses, including
murder, torture, sexual violence, and violations of international humanitarian law in the Kyiv,
Chernihiv, Kharkiv, and Sumy regions, which were the main areas of investigation. In 2022,
the Commission carried out a total of 191 interviews. The examination results indicated
instances of brutal rape involving victims ranging from 4 to 80 years old. The rapes were found
to have taken place either at the victim's residence or in an abandoned, uninhabited house.
Following the Russian incursion into Ukraine in February 2022, there has been a notable
escalation in violence among numerous Ukrainian individuals. In 2023, the United Nations
received numerous reports of violence, with approximately 20,000 civilians falling victim to
these acts. Additionally, over 13 million civilians were compelled to evacuate and abandon
their residences in search of safety. Numerous children and women fall prey to sexual
violence as a consequence of armed conflicts between nations, pervasive risks to their
security, loss of possessions, and even fatalities. These atrocities include rape and other forms
of sexual violence, leading to a surge in rates of such heinous acts (Reditya, 2023).

Figure 1. Statistics of incidents of sexual abuse against women in Ukraine
throughout the past 5 years

Sexual Violance Case Number in Ukraine

400000
350000
300000
250000
200000
150000
100000
50000

0

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Sexual Violance Case Number in Ukraine

Source: Data processed by researchers

The table above provides full information on the prevalence of sexual violence against
women in Ukraine. There was a significant spike in numbers from 2019 to 2020 and 2021,
which can be attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic. Subsequently, a conflict between the two
countries led to a further rise in sexual violence cases in 2022 and 2023 (JurFem, 2023). Since
2022, there has been a surge in sexual violence crimes, primarily perpetrated by Russian
military against Ukrainian citizens, as a result of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict. Sexual violence
is not only a consequence of conflict, but also a result of economic and social instability. This
instability leads to sexual exploitation, trafficking of women and children, and other forms of
violence against women. Due to the war situation, Ukraine has encountered numerous crises,
encompassing challenges in healthcare services and the escalating difficulty for survivors to
access aid (Utomo, 2024).
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Between 2022 and 2023, there were documented instances of direct sexual violence
perpetrated by the Russian Army. The Ukraine Hotline received a total of 3,688 reports of
sexual violence committed by Russian soldiers. Out of these reports, 653 cases were verified
to have been committed by Russian soldiers in July 2024 (Goverment, 2024).

Figure 2. Statistics of incidents of sexual abuse against women
during Russia-Ukraine Conflict

Period Sexual Violence Case Number
2022 125
2023 225
January- June 2024 303

Source: Data processed by researchers

During the UN Security Council conference, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
dispatched his deputy to report on the numerous instances of violence suffered by Ukrainian
citizens. Additionally, Zelensky himself attended the conference and unequivocally
condemned Russia's actions in Ukraine as barbaric. War crimes are among the most egregious
forms of criminal activity, and this particular case is as terrifying as the events of the Second
World War. During the seminar, Zelensky presented a brief film depicting numerous corpses
strewn throughout the streets, extensive mutilations, and bloodshed, including children who
had been mutilated in public. The regions of Irpin, Dymerka, Mariupol, and Bucha. Ukraine
has alleged that Russian troops are responsible for the deaths of numerous civilians and have
also been involved in acts of sexual abuse against Ukrainian women (Purwanti, 2022). The
Russian Ambassador categorically refuted the claims, asserting that the Ukrainian accusations
were baseless fabrications. The Ambassador claimed that Russian soldiers deliberately
targeted civilians and vehemently rejected the claim that Russia employed sexual violence as
a tactic in warfare. Vassilly Nebenzia, the Russian Ambassador, stated that there were no
instances of violence or sexual harassment against any civilians during the Russian military
occupation of the Bucha region. Nevertheless, numerous Ukrainian civilian witnesses have
attested to the widespread occurrence of brutality and sexual violence among civilians in
Ukraine during the Russian invasion of the region (Washington Post 2023).

According to UN Political Affairs Chief Rosemary DiCarlo, the Human Rights Monitoring
Council diligently continued to verify numerous allegations of murder and instances of sexual
violence perpetrated by Russian soldiers in the occupied territory during the war between the
countries. The Security Council conducted this monitoring in response to multiple reports of
rape, including gang rape, rape in the presence of children, individual rape, and other acts of
violence. UN Women, an organization dedicated to women's issues, strongly condemns the
numerous cases of sexual violence inflicted upon Ukrainian women as a result of the Russia-
Ukraine war. UN Women urgently calls for an immediate cessation of the alleged acts of rape
perpetrated by Russian soldiers (CNN Indonesia, 2022).

UN Women has assisted Ukraine in fulfilling its gender equality obligations since its
establishment, which initiated a dedication to attaining equality between men and women.
Following the crisis in Ukraine, UN Women has restructured its original program to prioritize
the protection of women and children's rights as an urgent matter (UN WOMEN 2024). The
Chair of UN Women expressed apprehension upon discovering that Kateryna Cherepaka,
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president of the Human Rights organization, proposed a strong suspicion that the sexual
violence endured by Ukrainian women at the hands of Russian soldiers was a deliberate
strategy employed by Russia to undermine Ukraine (Slisco 2022). UN Women, as an
international organization, actively addressed the cases of sexual assault in Ukraine,
suspecting that they were intended to weaken the Ukrainian side. UN Women fulfilled its duty
as an instrument, actor, and arena in combating sexual violence.

UN Women implemented four efforts to address documented instances of sexual abuse

in Ukraine. Initially, they utilized social media as an effective means to attract global attention
and collectively advocate for an investigation. Their Twitter post featured a photograph with
the Ukrainian flag in the background, along with a tweet that stated "End Sexual Violence in
Ukraine Now!!!" and "We strongly denounce Rape and Sexual Violence in #Ukraine".
Numerous more posts advocate for the cessation of all sorts of violence, including murder,
torture, sexual violence, and other behaviors that endanger lives and infringe upon human
rights.
In addition, UN Women enhances collaborations with organizations that prioritize
employment opportunities for women, therefore also expanding the provision of secure
environments for women and children who have suffered from violence during times of
conflict. UN Women not only establishes safe spaces but also partners with the National Civil
Service Agency (NAC) to design training programs that enhance the capacity of civil society to
promote awareness, vigilance, and effective response to incidents of sexual violence (UN,
2024).

Furthermore, collaborating with CARE International, UN Women is doing a gender
analysis to shed light on the distinct requirements and susceptibilities of women and girls in
areas affected by conflict. The objective is to assess the appropriate response of UN Women
towards providing humanitarian aid. UN Women and CARE International undertook a
comprehensive analysis of the impact of the war on civilians. The analysis covered various
areas, including the displacement of civilians, economic consequences, and the alarming rise
in incidents of sexual violence. If the analysis produces results, the assistance provided by UN
Women and the Ukrainian government will be impartial (Women, 2022).

UN Women and CARE International completed a gender analysis to provide assistance to
individuals affected by sexual violence or violence during armed conflicts. The study revealed
the research results, which contributed to a better understanding, the development of
humanitarian assistance programs, and the impact on current policies. UN Women and CARE
International are organizations that aim to address the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.
According to data gathered by CARE International, UN Women has provided humanitarian aid
to about 45,000 women and 100,000 girls from Ukraine. The supplied assistance encompasses
rescue operations for victims of sexual violence resulting from conflict in locations susceptible
to such incidents, legal aid, psychological support, and referrals to sexual services. UN Women
allocates financial assistance of 10.6 million USD to support women (Women, 2022).

Opportunities and Challenges for UN Women in Addressing Sexual Violence Against Women
Affected by the War in Russia and Ukraine

UN Women, an organization dedicated to women's issues, is actively involved in
addressing the issue of sexual violence against Ukrainian women in Ukraine. This violence is
perpetrated by Russian soldiers who invaded multiple regions in Ukraine as a result of the
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Russia-Ukraine war that began in 2022(Oraimi Al & Antwi-Boateng, 2023). UN Women has made
four moves to tackle cases of sexual violence against women in Ukraine. These efforts target
not only sexual violence but also broader issues affecting women, such as social, economic,
and human rights violations resulting from the war between Russia and Ukraine (Kratochvil &
O’Sullivan, 2023).

UN Women considers itself as an instrument, arena, and actor in combating sexual abuse
suffered by Ukrainian women inside International Organizations. The implemented
techniques are founded on advocacy, which include addressing instances of sexual abuse,
offering humanitarian aid, collaborating with women's organizations, and promoting
international norms through Twitter posts. UN Women's solution to this issue is to prioritize
the implementation of international standards and rules, which aligns with their role as active
participants and platforms within international organizations. UN Women has implemented
legal measures, offered assistance to victims, placed importance on education, and advocated
for the development of policies to address the needs of women who have experienced sexual
assault in this conflict. UN Women plays a crucial role in exerting pressure on the UN to take
more forceful measures against instances of sexual abuse in the Russia-Ukraine war.

UN Women faces the issue of dealing with biased media coverage that condemns Russian
aggression and supports Ukraine during the Russia-Ukraine war. This coverage has garnered
significant global attention, leading many countries to sympathize with Ukraine and criticize
Russia's actions. Consequently, Russia has been accused of several infringements on human
rights and civil liberties, leading to multiple accusations of Russian forces engaging in acts of
violence, including murder and sexual violence, as a tactical approach to achieve victory in
this conflict. Regrettably, the mainstream media failed to extensively cover the incidents of
Ukrainian soldiers engaging in sexual aggression against Russian women, resulting in a biased
portrayal of the events.

This is further aggravated by the fact that in 2023, another conflict is anticipated to arise,
specifically the Palestine and Israel war, scheduled to take place on October 7, 2023.
Consequently, there is concern that global focus will shift from the Russia and Ukraine war to
the Israel and Palestine war, posing potential political, military, and civilian security risks to
Ukraine (Sidik 2023). However, UN Women persistently endeavors to address sexual violence
by utilizing social media platforms and collaborating with other non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) to specifically target instances of sexual assault in Ukraine.

Conclusion

Russia and Ukraine are engaged in a war to advance their respective interests, but in
order to do so, they must sacrifice civilians. The war faces significant financial costs to the
state, leads to the collapse of the national health sector, causes weariness and mental harm
to the community, and results in the loss of human rights due to murder and sexual violence.
Ukraine strategically exploits the significant number of Ukrainian women who have been
subjected to assault by Russian soldiers to gain worldwide empathy and escalate allegations
against Russia. Despite condemning Ukraine's conduct, UN Women remains actively engaged
in Ukraine to mitigate the prevalence of sexual violence resulting from the ongoing conflict.
UN Women primarily focuses on conducting social media campaigns and collaborating with
other non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Additionally, they provide legal aid,
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psychiatric support, social services, rescue operations in places where women are vulnerable
to sexual violence, and financial aid. UN Women has successfully met its institutional
responsibilities and has called upon the global community to provide a greater response to
the humanitarian catastrophe in Ukraine.

References

Adelia, C., Salsabila A, A., & Sari, P. T. (2024). Peran Organisasi Internasional di Dalam Suatu Negara. Jurnal
Penelitian Ilmu-llmu S Osial, 1(6). https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.10492347

Akbar, M. Y., Andika, T., & Waryenti, D. (2023). Penggunaan Kekuatan Militer Oleh Rusia Terhadap Ukraina
Berdasarkan Hukum Internasional. Jurnal lImiah Kutei, 22(1), 77-92.
https://doi.org/10.33369/jkutei.v22i1.27544

Arrumaisha, C. H. (2023). Penggunaan kekerasan seksual terhadap perempuan sebagai senjata dalam konflik
mineral di Republik Demokratik Kongo.

Atok, F. (2022). ANALISIS KONFLIK RUSIA DAN UKRAINA (STUDI KEPUSTAKAAN STATUS KEPEMILIKAN KRIMEA).
Jurnal Poros Politik, 4(1). https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32938/jpp.v4i1.2502

Audreya, M., Widhiyoga, G., & M, A. D. (2021). Upaya UNICEF Dalam Menangani Pembebasan Tentara Anak Di
Sudan Selatan Tahun 2015-2018. Review of International Relations, 3(2), 148-161.

Badruzaman, D., Hermansyah, Y., & Helmi, I. (2020). Kesetaraan Gender Untuk Perempuan Korban Kekerasan
Dalam Rumah Tangga. Justitia et Pax, 36(1), 127-141. https://doi.org/10.24002/jep.v36i1.2475

Chrisler, J. P. (2023). Definitions of Gender and Sex: The Subtleties of Meaning. Plenum Publishing Corporation,
43.

CNN Indonesia. (2022, October 17). PBB: Kekerasan Seksual Jadi Siasat Militer Rusia di Ukraina . CNN
Indonesia. https://www.cnnindonesia.com/internasional/20221017073249-134-861356/pbb-kekerasan-
seksual-jadi-siasat-militer-rusia-di-ukraina

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Research Design: Pendekatan Kualitatif, Kuantitatif, dan Mixed (Terjemahan) (Edisi
Keti). Pustaka Pelajar.

Febriana, H. R. (2021). Kerjasama UN Women dan Uni Eropa dalam Peningkatan Kesetaraan Gender dari
Perspektif Feminisme. lImu Politik Dan IImu Komunikasi, 6(2).
https://journal.unsika.ac.id/index.php/politikomindonesianahttps://journal.unsika.ac.id/index.php/politi
komindonesiana24

Golia, A. J., & Peters, A. (2020). The Concept of International Organization. https://ssrn.com/abstract=3659012

Goverment. (2024). ¥ Kuesi npezeHmysanu pe3yasmamu peazysaHHa 0epxasu Ha CEKCYanbHe HACUAbCMeo 8
ymosax giliHu. Gov.Ua.

Hakim, I. A. (2022, March 9). Perundingan Masih Buntu, Ini 4 Tuntutan Rusia yang Terlalu Berat bagi Ukraina.
Kompas.Com. https://www.kompas.tv/amp/internasional/268585/perundingan-masih-buntu-ini-4-
tuntutan-rusia-yang-terlalu-berat-bagi-ukraina

Hartana, & Pradnyandari, K. P. (2021). Kedudukan Hukum Organisasi Internasional Terhadap Korban Kekerasan
Seksual pada Perempuan. In Jurnal Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan Undiksha (Vol. 9, Issue 3).

Hartana, & Wibawa, I. K. surya. (2021). Eksistensi kedudukan hukum organisasi internasional terhadap korban
pelecehan seksual dan memperbenah untukmempererat hubungan antar negara. Pendidikan
Kewarganegaraan Undiksha, 9(2), 564-571.

Hutomo, R. M., & Hanura, M. (2021). Efektivitas Hukum Humaniter Internasional dalam Kekerasan Seksual
Pada Perang Bosnia Herzegovina.

Hutomo, Raden Maulana, M. H. (2021). Efektivitas Hukum Humaniter Internasional dalam Kekerasan Seksual
Pada Perang Bosnia Herzegovina. Https://Ejournal3.Undip.Ac.ld/, volume 7.

lkromah, 1., Abdi Pratama, R., Mutrovina, L., Andini Putri, R., Dakwah, F., & Sultan Maulana Hasanuddin, U.
(2024). PERLINDUNGAN PEREMPUAN DAN ANAK KORBAN PERANG BERDASARKAN RATIFIKASI HUKUM
HUMANITER INTERNASIONAL. In Jurnal limiah llmu Sosial dan Pendidikan (Vol. 2, Issue 1).
https://jurnal.unusultra.ac.id/index.php/jisdik

Ismail, Z. (2020). Gerakan Women’s March Dan Kebijakan Kesetaraan Gender Di Indonesia; Reality or Claim?
Raheema: Jurnal Studi Gender Dan Anak, 7(2), 30-47.

54


http://ejournal.umm.ac.id/index.php/GLI/index
http://issn.lipi.go.id/

GI.I Interaksi Global-Lokal: Jurnal Hubungan Internasional
\'J http://ejournal.umm.ac.id/index.php/GLI/index
"2 ISSN: 2657-0009
Jil. 4, No. 1, Juni 2024, Hal. 42-56

Jadi, M. (2021). Violence Against Women in Indonesia: Triggers and Alternative Treatment. Jurnal Kesehatan
Masyarakat, 6(2), 110-126.

JurFem. (2023). Current Areas of Ukraine’s Effort to respond to Conflict-Related Sexual Violance and Providing
Reparations to Victims. https://jurfem.com.ua/en/current-areas-of-ukraines-efforts-to-respond-to-
conflict-related-sexual-violence-and-providing-reparations-to-victims/

Karomah, F. N., & Triyatno, A. (2023). Implementasi Convention On The Rights Of The Child Dalam Aksi
Kemanusiaan UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) Pada Perang Ukraina-Rusia 2022. Jurnal
Hubungan Internasional ....

Khoirunnisa, M., Dayat, U., & Febriantin, K. (2022). Dampak dan Penanganan tindak dan kekerasan seksual
pada ranah personal. Jurnal Ilmu Pengetahuan Sosial, 9.

Kit, H. (2022). Fighting conflict-related sexual violence in Ukraine. United Nations.

Kratochvil, P., & O’Sullivan, M. (2023). A war like no other: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as a war on gender
order. European Security, 32(3), 347-366. https://doi.org/10.1080/09662839.2023.2236951

Laoli, N. (2023, January 7). Ukraina Klaim Temukan Bukti Pelecehan Seksual yang dilakukan Serdadu Rusia.
Kontan.Co.ld. https://internasional.kontan.co.id/news/ukraina-klaim-temukan-bukti-pelecehan-seksual-
yang-dilakukan-serdadu-rusia

Limaye, Y. (2022, April 12). Perang Ukraina: “Tentara Rusia memperkosaku dan Membunuh Suamiku.” BBC
News. https://www.bbc.com/indonesia/dunia-61077631

Luerdi, & Mardiyanti. (2021). Peran Organisasi Internasional di Wilayah Perang: Upaya UNICEF dalam
Melindungi Hak-Hak Anak di Yaman. Dauliyah, 23-58.

Mas’udah, S. (2022). The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence.
Society, 10(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i1.384

Midhol, A. B. (2022). KONFLIK RUSIA-UKRAINA DAN PERAN PEMERINTAH INDONESIA. Preprint.

Mulyani, T., Handriyotopo, & Rustim. (2023). Analisis Wacana Kekerasan Seksual Terhadap Perempuan dalam
Film Demi Nama Baik Kampus dan Film Please Be Queit. Rekam, 19(2), 173—-182.
https://doi.org/10.24821/rekam.v19i2.8536

Nirwana, A. (2021). PERAN UN WOMEN DALAM MEMINIMALISIR KEKERASAN TERHADAP PEREMPUAN DI
KOLOMBIA.

Nurul, A. R. (2021). AYA UNITED NATIONS WOMEN (UN WOMEN) DALAM MEWUJUDKAN KESETARAAN
GENDER MELALUI KAMPANYE HEFORSHE DI INDONESIA TAHUN 2016-2019. 8.

Octaviani, F., & Nurwati, N. (2021). Analisis Faktor Dan Dampak Kekerasan Seksual Pada Anak. Jurnal llmu
Kesejahteraan Sosial HUMANITAS, 3(l1), 56—60. https://doi.org/10.23969/humanitas.v3iii.4118

Oraimi Al, S., & Antwi-Boateng, O. (2023). Surviving Patriarchy: Ukrainian Women and the Russia-Ukraine War.
Journal of International Women’s Studies, 25(6).

OSCE. (2023, July 17). OSCE human rights office monitoring finds evidence of torture and sexual violence in
Ukraine as violations continue. OSCE. https://www.osce.org/odihr/548662

Purwanti, T. (2022, October 29). Laporan Lengkap PBB Soal Pemerkosaan di Ukraina oleh Rusia. CNBC
Indonesia. https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20221029164154-4-383524/laporan-lengkap-pbb-
soal-pemerkosaan-di-ukraina-oleh-rusia

Puspita, N. Y., Fahira, N., & Andhika, R. (2022). Kekerasan Seksual terhadap Perempuan dalam Konflik
Bersenjata di Tigray Ethiopia dalam Kajian Hukum Internasional. Yinyang: Jurnal Studi Islam Gender Dan
Anak, 17(1), 1-18. https://doi.org/10.24090/yinyang.v17i1.6328

Putri, N. A., Arsy, M., Ashiddiqy, A., & Kurniawansyah, D. (2023). Peran Un Women Terhadap Diskriminasi
Perempuan Korban Isis Di Irak. Journal of Diplomacy and International Studies, 6(1), 86—96.

Reditya, T. H. (2023, August 3). Pasukan Rusia Dilaporkan Lakukan Kekerasan Seksual di Ukraina. Kompas.com.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNGYAB9-0yI

Salma, N. A., & Hapsari, R. D. (2023). Penanganan Kasus Kekerasan Terhadap Perempuan di Kenya oleh UN
Women pada Tahun 2020-2022. Jurnal Hubungan Internasional, 16(2), 472—491.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.20473/jhi.v16i2.49419

Salmaa. (2023). Instrumen penelitian. In Deepublish.

Shamimi, Z., & Rijal, N. K. (2022). Efektivitas UN Women Meningkatkan Gender Equality di Afghanistan dalam
Pelaksanaan Afghanistan Sustainable Development Goals (ASDG’s). Interdisciplinary Journal on Law,
Social Sciences and Humanities, 3(1), 1. https://doi.org/10.19184/idj.v3i1.31062

Siahaan, D. N. B., & Dewi, T. I. D. W. P. (2023). Invasi Rusia ke Ukraina 2022 dalam Perspektif Hukum
Humaniter Internasional. Jurnal Kertha Negara, 11(4), 347-364. https://sgp.fas.org/crs/row/R45008.,

55


http://ejournal.umm.ac.id/index.php/GLI/index
http://issn.lipi.go.id/

GI.I Interaksi Global-Lokal: Jurnal Hubungan Internasional
\'J http://ejournal.umm.ac.id/index.php/GLI/index
"2 ISSN: 2657-0009
Jil. 4, No. 1, Juni 2024, Hal. 42-56

Sianturi, C. K., & Thamrin, H. (2023). Edukasi Jenis-Jenis Kekerasan Seksual Berdasarkan Undang-Undang
Nomor 12 Tahun 2022 Dengan Metode Group Work Education On Types Of Sexual Violence Based On
Law Number 12 Of 2022 Using The Group Work Method. Jurnal Pelayanan Hubungan Masyarakat, 1(4),
107-114. https://doi.org/10.59581/jphm-widyakarya.v1i4.2005

Sidik, J. M. (2023). Barat di antara Perang Ukraina dan Perang Gaza. ANTARA.COM.
https://www.antaranews.com/berita/3855912/barat-di-antara-perang-ukraina-dan-perang-gaza

Simanjuntak, M., & Uyan Wiryadi. (2023). Proses Hukum Terhadap Presiden Putin Atas Dugaan Kejahatan
Perang Dalam Agresi Rusia Ke Ukraina. Jurnal Hukum To-Ra : Hukum Untuk Mengatur Dan Melindungi
Masyarakat, 9(2), 238-253. https://doi.org/10.55809/tora.v9i2.215

SIMONS, A. (2023). Penerapan Hukum Humaniter terhadap Perlindungan Perempuan Korban Kekerasan
Seksual dalam Situasi Konflik Bersenjata. 1-13.

Susetio, W., & Muliawan, A. (2023). Pelanggaran Hukum Internasional Dalam Perang Rusia-Ukraina.
Pelanggaran Hukum Internasional Dalam Perang Rusia-Ukraina Lex Jurnalica, 20(1), 77.

Susila, P. Y. i gede, Mangku, D. G. S., & Yuliartini, N. P. R. (2022). Perlindungan Hukum Terhadap Anak Korban
Perang Dalam Perspektif Hukum Humaniter Internasional (Studi Kasus Tawanan Perang Anak Palestina
Oleh Israel). Jurnal Komunitas Yustisia, 5(2), 243-259. https://doi.org/10.23887/jatayu.v5i2.51618

Tri, U. W. K., Gede, M. S. D., & Wayan, L. I. (2022). Perlindungan Hukum Internasional Terhadap Penggunaan
Tentara Anak Dalam Konflik Bersenjata Perspektif Konvensi llo (International Labour Organization) No.
182 Tahun 1999. Jurnal Komunitas Yustisia, 5(2), 348-364. https://doi.org/10.23887/jatayu.v5i2.51629

UN, W. (2024). In Ukraine, there is a clear understanding that CRSV is a war crime. Un Women.
https://ukraine.unwomen.org/en/stories/intervyu/2024/02/v-ukrayini-chitko-rozumiyut-shcho-snpk-
voyennyy-zlochyn

UN Women. (2023). About UN Women. UN Women. https://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/about-un-
women

UN Women. (2024, February 22). Over 8 Million Women and Girls in Ukraine will Need Humanitarian
Assistance in 2024. UN Women. https://ukraine.unwomen.org/en/stories/pres-reliz/2024/02/u-2024-
rotsi-ponad-8-milyoniv-zhinok-ta-divchat-v-ukrayini-potrebuvatymut-humanitarnoyi-dopomohy

Utomo, H. R. (2024). Pelanggaran Hak Asasi Manusia Internasional pada Invasi Rusia ke Ukraina. Journal
Evidence Of Law, 3(1), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.59066/jel.v3i1.587

Walby, S. (2023). Authoritarianism, violence, and varieties of gender regimes: Violence as an institutional
domain. Women'’s Studies International Forum, 98(April), 102677.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2023.102677

Washington Post. (2023, September 23). Zelensky Speaks at the UN General Assembly in New York.
Washington Post. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YucgXISDMBM

Women. (2022). Ukraine war: UN signs framework to assist survivors of sexual violence. Un Women.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117442

56


http://ejournal.umm.ac.id/index.php/GLI/index
http://issn.lipi.go.id/

