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INTRODUCTION

Subject tests are very important in measuring students’ abilities and level
of understanding. Moreover, evaluation activities should be performed at the end
of the lesson to assess how much knowledge the students have mastered and
absorbed (Solichin, 2017). Many tools or instruments can be used in evaluation
activities (Seftiani, 2019), for example, tests have an important role in measuring
student learning achievement (Nurjanah & Marlianingsih, 2015). Tests are
defined as a task or series of tasks used to obtain systematic observations (Faiz
et al., 2022) to determine the student’s ability (Suharman, 2018). There is a
change in the learning orientation In the evaluation test (Agustin et al., 2018).
Achieving actual learning objectives requires an assessment instrument that does
not only include memorisation and understanding but also an assessment that
develops student’s thinking skills (Riandeni et al., 2022).

Critical thinking skills are important for students to think rationally about
overcoming problems and developing alternative solutions (Karim, 2015). The
2013 curriculum requires students to have higher-order thinking skills (Umami et
al., 2021) in accordance with the Indonesian Government Policy through the
Directorate General of Teachers and Education Personnel in 2018. All learning
must refer to this policy to strengthen character education integrated with
learning that leads to higher-order thinking skills, then learning basic
competencies with Bloom's Taxonomy in the direction of the orientation that has
been enacted by the government (Muradi et al., 2020).

In HOTS-based assessment, students are required not only to know or
understand the learning material taught but also to analyse, evaluate, and create
something useful from what they have learnt (Kunanti, 2020). To achieve this
ability, teaching materials or a textbook should be used to train students by
providing exercises in the form of test questions that require students to be more
creative and innovative in applying their knowledge. In this case, it is necessary
to be familiar with HOTS-type questions in the learning process (Yuliandini et al.,
2019).

Textbooks support the teaching and learning processes and achieve specific
learning objectives (Huda et al., 2021). The textbook used in this research is an
Arabic textbook for grade XI produced by the Ministry of Religious Affairs in 2020
and written by Risna Rianti Sari and Hasyim Amrullah. As the first published
textbook in 2020, it is very open to continuous improvement and refinement. This
textbook has implemented KMA Number 183 of 2019 concerning the PAI and
Arabic curriculum in schools (Sari & Amrullah, 2020). The textbook includes
language skills and language elements, namely listening, reading, grammar,
writing, and speaking but this study will focus on reading skills in the Arabic
textbook of Islamic Senior High School for grade XI.
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Reading skills are essentially a communication process between the reader
and the writer through written text, so there is a direct cognitive relationship
between spoken and written language (Hermawan, 2013). Assessment of reading
skills aims to measure learners’ ability to understand the implied and explicit
messages from reading correctly (Haniefa, 2022). The level of the cognitive
domain used in learning reading skills is complex, starting from the level of
remembering until creating. In the application of the cognitive domain in learning
reading skills, students must be able to distinguish letters and recognise words
(remembering), understand word meanings (understanding), recognise logical
connections (analysing), and conclude the contents of the discourse from the
understanding that has been obtained through critical reading (creating) (Fauzet,
2016).

Many studies have discussed HOTS-based tests in Arabic language learning
including research on the analysis of HOTS question indicators related to task
instructions contained in the Arabic textbook for Islamic Senior High School grade
X published by the Ministry of Religious Affairs (Verawati et al., 2022). Similar
research discusses the analysis of the quality of HOTS-based tests in Arabic UAS
questions at MTs Al-Musyawarah Lembang (Fauziah et al., 2020). In addition, a
study analysed HOTS-based Arabic thematic test items for grade XII MAN 3
Jember academic year 2020/2021 in material ar-riyadah and ash-syabab (Kafi &
Iima, 2022). The difference between this study and previous studies is that this
research will review more deeply HOTS-based tests to assess reading skills in the
grade XI Arabic textbook published by the Ministry of Religious Affairs in 2020.
Therefore, this study will analyse the HOTS-based test for the assessment of
reading skills and innovation in the Arabic textbook for grade XI published by the
Ministry of Religious Affairs in 2020.

METHOD

This library research identified and retrieved several documents related to
books, articles, proceedings, and other documents to be analysed and studied.
The primary data were sourced from the grade XI Arabic textbook published by
the Ministry of Religious Affairs in 2020, while the secondary data were sourced
from other studies in the form of relevant articles, proceedings, or books that
have relevant theories.

This study was conducted in three stages: (1) observing, reading, and
studying in depth the Arabic textbook for grade XI published by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs in 2020, (2) sorting and selecting data to be used as the main
reference for analysis, in this case, the test instrument containing HOTS elements
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in reading skills, (3) mapping the data based on the standard level of difficulty of
HOTS questions, (4) identifying data obtained from the mapping results by
matching and aligning test instruments containing HOTS elements with the
provisions of their difficulty levels, (5) providing innovative test instruments
containing HOTS for use in Arabic reading skills.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

HOTS are higher cognitive level thinking processes acquired by students
from many cognitive ideas and methodologies as well as learning taxonomies
such as problem-solving methods, Bloom’s taxonomy, and learning, teaching, and
assessment taxonomy (Saputra, 2016). According to Bloom, the cognitive level
is any effort that involves mental or brain activities (Munip, 2017).

The cognitive domain comprises six levels of thinking processes based on
Bloom's taxonomy which has been revised by Anderson and Krathwohl. The levels
of the thinking process include: knowing as C1, understanding as C2, applying as
C3, analysing as C4, evaluating as C5, and creating as C6 (Widana, 2017).
Furthermore, the cognitive dimensions are classified into three categories,
namely HOTS (higher-order thinking skills), MOTS (middle-order thinking skills),
and LOTS (lower-order thinking skills) as in Figure 1 (Ainin, 2020).

‘ B HOTS (Higher Order
‘ Thinking Skill
MOTS (Middle Order

Aolvi LOTS (Lower Order
plying Thinking Skill)
Understanding
Knowing

Figure 1. Classification of Cognitive Thinking Levels

There are three skills in the HOTS category, recognising, evaluating, and
creating. Analysing indicators include the ability to differentiate, organise, and
attribute; the evaluating indicators are divided into examining and criticising
skills; the indicators of creating are further divided into formulating, planning,
and producing skills (Eveline & Suparno, 2021).
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The Cognitive Domain of Reading Skills in the Textbook

In the Arabic textbook of Islamic Senior High School for Grade XI published
by the Ministry of Religious Affairs in 2020, several cognitive levels were used in
reading skills as shown in Table 1. This textbook contained eight test instruments
out of a total of fifteen questions in six chapters. The aspect assessed in this test
instrument is the cognitive aspect of students in Arabic reading skills.

Tabel 1. Types of reading skills questions in grade XI Arabic textbook published by
the Ministry of Religious Affairs 2020
No Test Instruments Page

L o 5lall AR 13 (memws) JB 8 I Jasdl 50 25K 15 (L3) 085 6
e et

2. agdi g sl 6, 23,39,77,92

3. s5liall SAK13) (¢) puh Ambnio B3liadl BOE 13] (o) s o (AN Jodl 51 23,39

4. a¥iaudialz) 358 38
5. JEIJGL § LS clehal Sl 60
6. e & allall Al gal A gayidl palll polic 62
7. aial dasdl, wbls il B3l 75, 90
8. ) 5l maen el S8 13 (V) i d AN o 50X el 36 15 ( 77,91

Test instrument number 1 assesses if students can identify facts from the
text about ;=11 ,2xL1. This test is a true-false objective test with a total of 5

items and is in the HOTS cognitive domain because the question reached the C5
level, where students analyse and re-evaluate facts from the text that has been
read.

Test instrument number 2 on reading skills assesses whether students can
find facts from the text and comprises five questions used in different chapters,

Ggundll, zesall, yaudl, Jlaillly @llad)l Lz 539355, AN Lwassas) @ 0¥ The five questions are

in the form of a limited description test and this test is in the MOTS cognitive
domain because this question reached the C2 level where students can
understand the reading and explain the answers to questions based on the text.

Test instrument number 3 on reading skills assesses if students can identify
facts from the text. This test comprises two questions and is used in different
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chapters, 2!l and ,s.J1. Each test has five items in the form of a true-false

objective test and is in the HOTS cognitive domain because this question reached

the C5 level, where students can analyse and re-evaluate facts from the text.
Test instrument number 4 evaluates whether students can answer

questions based on their thoughts about chapter ,s..J1. This is a free description

test with a total of three items and is in the HOTS cognitive domain because this
question reached the C6 level where students can analyse and generate answers
to questions based on their understanding.

Test instrument number 5 assesses if students can complete sentences with
facts contained in the text regarding s;s4ii5 x=JI. This objective test comprises ten

questions and is in the MOTS cognitive domain because this question reached
the C2 level where students can understand what is read and can complete
sentences with facts contained in the text.

Test instrument number 6 on reading skills evaluates whether students can

identify the structure of the recount text in sentences on the theme material z!l

53:3015. The form of this test is a limited description with a total of five items and

is in the HOTS cognitive domain because this question was C4 whereby students
can analyse the structure of the recount text contained in the sentences.

Test instrument number 7 on reading skills assesses if students can read
and understand vocabulary by paying attention to the available pictures. This test

has two questions and was used in different material chapters oJlalll L g5:SG
Juatlllyand Luwssas) § oka¥1. There were fourteen test items on the theme Lz g5:<s
Juadlly @Jlaji @and ten items on the theme Luwsas) § oLa¥. This test was in the

LOTS cognitive domain because it reached the C1 level where students can learn
the vocabulary presented with the pictures.

Test instrument number 8 evaluated whether students can assess the facts
of the text. This test comprises two questions and was used in different chapters,

Jhadllly @Iladll Li>1s3Ss and Lwwisus) LY. There were six test items on the theme
Juatllly @llal]l L5155 and five items on the theme Luwssas) § oLs¥1 with the form of

a true-false objective test. This test was in the HOTS cognitive domain because
this question reached the C5 level, where students can analyse and re-evaluate
the facts from the text.

Based on the data, eight test instruments out of fifteen used in this textbook
were in the HOTS cognitive domain, with five in the MOTS cognitive domain and
two in the LOTS cognitive domain. Therefore, although the Arabic textbook of
Islamic Senior High School for grade XI published by the Ministry of Religious
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Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in 2020 has implemented HOTS cognitive
level tests, they are still limited and less varied.

In the 21st century, HOTS is an important skill that must be mastered by
every individual, so the task of schools and teachers is to provide education as
per the demands of the times so that students are accustomed to high-level
thinking (Sakinah & Prihantini, 2022). Through HOTS questions, students can
distinguish ideas or ideas clearly, argue well, solve problems, construct
explanations, hypothesise, and understand complex things more clearly. This
ability clearly shows how students reason (Dinni, 2018). Moreover, teachers must
be skilled in compiling HOTS questions (Aprilia et al., 2023). This is in line with
the opinion that HOTS can be achieved if learning and assessment are conducted
according to the specified criteria (Fachrurrozi & Wijayadi, 2022). In the HOTS-
based learning process, the right test instrument is needed to measure success
(Camellia et al., 2022).

Eight tests in the Arabic textbook for grade XI published by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in 2020 fall into the HOTS realm, of
which, there are three main test instruments repeated throughout. This indicates
that there are still limited test instruments that contain the HOTS cognitive
domains used in the textbook.

Innovation of Reading Skills Assessment based on HOTS Assessment
Innovation is needed so that test instruments can achieve targeted learning
goals. Table 2 details some innovations in Arabic reading skills test instruments
in the HOTS domain that can be developed in the grade XI Arabic textbook
published by the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in 2020.

Tabel 2. Arabic reading skill test instruments that contain HOTS

No Test Instrument Cognitive Level
O 1B bl 2wl 13531 gapall palll Seolie ca
Sl Gadll Go goudsill o3iiall Ls
Sl salll § Lol dumds I5Ls
S!Sl Leid¥ g3lnil] s
Ll (3dingy Bl las 11 e
Weimin Bliall 6 13 (o) JB & AJEN Jandl 1,51 SR 1S (a3) 985 €5
Tzl piad i Lall
Soalll iding g Ly 155
8.  splidlgalll § oK 5us 5l

386 ¥ aluedi s 3 6
10. il 5 2ol (ash 1 IS8 dogir) 5 s 1,5 ls!

o v kA wNR

N
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Of the ten instruments that contain the HOTS cognitive domain, seven are
new tests that have not previously been listed in the grade XI Arabic textbook
published by the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in 2020.
Therefore, they could be implemented for the development of Arabic reading
skills test instruments.

Test instruments 1 and 2 are level C4 because the students can analyse the
structure of the recount text and the main idea contained in the text provided.
Question 1 is in the form of a matching objective test or a limited description and
indicates whether the students can identify the structure of the recount text in
the sentence on related material. Question number 2 can be given in the form of
multiple-choice objective tests or limited descriptions and evaluates whether the
students can identify the main idea or main content in the reading text provided.

Test instruments 3 and 4 are reading skills tests that contain the HOTS
cognitive domain at level C4. Question 3 can be given in the form of multiple-
choice objective tests or limited descriptions and indicates whether the students
can identify the message of the reading text provided. Question 4 is also in the
form of multiple-choice objective tests or limited descriptions and evaluates
whether the students can identify the right reading title from the text provided.

Test instrument 5 contains the HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skill) cognitive
domain at level C4 because the students can analyse relevant information from
the text provided. This question is in the form of a multiple-choice objective test
and indicates whether the students can identify or distinguish relevant
information from the reading text provided.

Test instrument 6 contains the HOTS cognitive domain at level C5 because,
at this stage, the students can analyse and re-evaluate the facts from the text.
This question is in the form of a true-false objective test and indicates whether
the students can identify facts from the text.

Test instruments 7 and 8 contain the HOTS cognitive domain at level C5
because at this stage the students can comment on or evaluate the author's ideas
from reading the text provided. Question 7 can be given in the form of multiple-
choice objective tests or limited descriptions and indicates whether the students
can comment on or evaluate the author's ideas from reading the text provided.
Question 8 evaluated whether the students could assess the feelings or
impressions of the author based on the text provided. It is in the form of multiple-
choice objective tests or limited descriptions and indicates if students can assess
the feelings or impressions of the author based on the text provided.

Test instruments 9 and 10 are reading skills tests that contain the HOTS
cognitive domain at level C6. Question 9 has reached the C6 level because, at
this stage, students can answer questions based on their understanding of the
material. This question can be given in the form of a free description and indicates
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if students can answer questions based on their understanding of the material.
Question 10 can be given in the form of a free description and assess whether
the students can provide new ideas as a reinforcement of ideas put forward by
the author in the text.

The test instrument innovations that have been given above contain tests
in the HOTS cognitive domain. Through the innovation of the test instrument
above, it can be seen that students are required not only to know or understand
the learning material taught but also to be able to analyse, evaluate, and create
the material that has been learned. This is based on the provisions of HOTS
questions, which are thinking skills that can help children not only retain
knowledge but also transfer it. Knowledge retention is learning that only aims to
make children memorise or know something without being able to practice it.
However, ideally, learning is already at the transfer level, so children can apply
and practice their knowledge to solve the problems they face today, especially
the challenges of modernization and globalisation (Kristiyono, 2018).

The application of higher-order thinking skills requires the involvement of
all parties in the educational environment, especially teachers. This is because
teachers are the individuals who deal directly with students in the classroom.
Therefore, in order for students to develop HOTS assessment skills, teachers
must have the ability to familiarise themselves with learning and give questions
that contain HOTS to students when conducting a test (Sukmawati et al., 2019).
Through this test instrument innovation, teachers are expected to develop a
variety of assessments used in learning so that students are accustomed to
assessments that use the HOTS cognitive domain.

CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, some HOTS tests have been implemented in the grade XI
Arabic textbook published by the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia in 2020. Of the eight HOTS tests, there were three main tests used
throughout the textbook, therefore, there is limited application of HOTS
instruments and innovation is required so that test instruments can achieve
targeted learning objectives. Seven new HOTS instruments were identified which
could be implemented in the grade XI Arabic textbook published by the Ministry
of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in 2020 for the development of
Arabic reading skills test instruments.
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