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ABSTRACT

This study purposed to analyze the effectiveness of the Arabic language learning model based
on Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory. The method used library research by taking books,
journals, and documents. The result of this research is that Arabic language learning with an
experiential learning model, according to Edgar Dale's cone of experience, is effective learning
and can help to develop Arabic language learning that is focused and empowers students to
master it. Learning Arabic through this model is also very effective for teaching Arabic as a
means of communication. Experiential learning and Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory
have a strong fit in the context of Arabic language learning. Dale's cone of experience theory
illustrates different levels of student participation and involvement in learning, ranging from
concrete experience to abstract conceptualization. According to Dale, direct and interactive
experiences promote more effective learning, which is consistent with the experiential learning
approach. In experiential Arabic learning, students engage in direct experience by speaking,
listening, reading and writing in Arabic, which is the first step in the cone of experience.
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INTRODUCTION

Arabic language has become the official language of the United Nations
since December 18, 1973 (Badruddin, 2016). According to Wafa Kamil quoted
from Ubaid Ridha and Muhsin Muis, reviewing the number of native speakers,
Arabic ranks fifth out of 20 languages in the world (Muis, 2020)- Various countries
on the Arabian Peninsula, the southwestern part of the Asian continent, use
Arabic as an official language, including Algeria, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Jordan, and other countries (Lintang,
2023). In addition, in terms of language use, Arabic is used in many fields such
as science, politics, economics, and others (Pane, 2018)- These facts prove that
Arabic is the language of communication between people. By these point of view,
Arabic language cannot be separated from the speculation that language as a
means of communication between humans.

To support this fact, it is necessary to learn Arabic with a communicative
approach. In this approach, Arabic language learning is directed at improving
the ability and skills in communication, both orally and in writing (Agung, 2020;
Tur’aeni, 2019). In this case, one of the learning models that can help students
to communicate actively while learning Arabic is experiential learning, or
experience-based learning. This is because effective experiential learning will
affect the way of thinking, attitudes, values, perceptions, and behavior of
students. In addition, learning Arabic through experiential learning is active
learning (Anggreni, 2020). Therefore, experiential learning can really help
learning Arabic as a means of communication.

However, many Arabic-language education institutions ignore experiential
learning. For example, some educational institutions prioritize teaching grammar
and vocabulary in learning Arabic. In fact, in general, students who learn Arabic
with this method cannot use the language they learn in communication (Syuhudi,
2016). Another fact is that learning Arabic by memorizing vocabulary also does
not help students to practice speaking Arabic (Haron, 2013). Whereas,
experiential learning is also an assertion in the professional development of
teachers (Helate et al., 2022). Thus, the topic of this study will be experiential
learning.

Experience is the primary source of learning, which makes this research
crucial (Rosidin, 2014). According to Stern, in Huda (1987) cited by Ahmad
Muradi, the language learning process is more effective if the language is taught
through direct communication in the target language (Muradi, 2014)- Regarding
this, Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory supports it by showing that direct
experience is the most concrete experience in the learning process (Sary, 2019).
However, in his theory, Dale did not only favor direct experience as a learning
medium but dismissed other experiences (Jackson, 2016; Molenda, 2003).
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Therefore, in this research, the author will review the application of experiential
learning in Arabic language learning based on Edgar Dale's cone of experience
theory.

The experience model, which serves as the primary learning medium and
enables students to actively communicate in Arabic, is the subject of this study.
Students will polish their linguistic abilities as a result. With the help of this model,
educators can set up scenarios that inspire students to engage in active and
imaginative learning. As a result, this approach supports students in becoming
proficient communicators in Arabic.

In the previous studies on experiential learning, it was said that the learning
model could improve learning outcomes. Even Argissto Bintang in his research
concluded that experiential learning also improves teachers' skills in teaching
(Bintang et al., 2017). In addition, Syukur Saud also proved that the experiential
learning model can be a learning solution to improve students' foreign language
speaking skills (Saud et al.,, 2018). Another study on Edgar Dale's cone of
experience theory, applied in Physics learning, could raise students' scores in the
material (Syamsidar et al., 2018). However, there is no study that discusses the
analysis of the experiential learning model according to Edgar Dale's experience
in streamlining Arabic language learning.

The purpose of this research is that the author will discuss the theory and
analyze the experiential learning model. Then, this study’s goal is for the author
to analyze the experiential learning model and talk about the theory. So that this
research can help observers and teachers of Arabic carry out their learning by
utilizing experiential learning as a support for learning.

METHOD

This research uses library research. Library research is a type of research
that utilizes books, journals, and documents (Fatha Pringgar & Sujatmiko, 2020).
Rita Kumala Sari reinforces this statement by quoting Sarwono's (2006)
statement that library research is a study that builds a theoretical foundation on
research topics by studying various reference books: A special characteristic of
library research is that it is based on data in the form of texts presented, not field
data or events (Sari, 2021). Instead, it relies on written texts that are relevant to
the research.

Thus, the method is to gather data from books, journals, papers, and other
research-related materials. The author analyzes the experiential learning model
considering Edgar Dale's strategy for improving Arabic language proficiency using
a range of data sources. The data generated is derived from descriptive data that
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is narratively presented. The information is derived from the literature that has
been analyzed and interpreted in relation to the research topic. The researcher
can use it to investigate research-related subjects.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Arabic language learning by using experiential learning model can increase
its effectiveness (Syaifullah et al., 2021). This is because learning combines
several stages, namely concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract
conceptualization, and active experimentation. In the context of Arabic language
learning, students will be directly involved in the learning process. This model is
relevant to Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory, which says that learning will
be effective by combining various types of experiences based on direct
experience or concrete experience.

/Y | |
Symbols |

Radio \
Still Pictures Effective Arabic
' Motion Pictures

Television
Exhibits

el e Enactive

Iconic -

Dramatized Experiences
Contrived Experiences
Direct, Purposeful Experiences

Dale's Cone Experience (1969)

Image 1. Analysis of Experiential Learning Method of Dale's Cone Experience
Model in increasing the Effectiveness of Arabic Language Learning

Edgar Dale developed the cone of experience theory in 1946 (Sary, 2019).
He was an American scientist born in Benso, Minnesota, on April 27, 1900. Dale
died in Colombus, Ohio, on March 8, 1985, at the age of 85 (Nasrullah et al.,
2021). During his lifetime, Edgar Dale has been recognized as an expert in
educational and teaching media (Jackson, 2016; Nasrullah et al., 2021). His
theory regarding the cone of experience was written in the book Audiovisual
Methods in Teaching in 1946 (Sary, 2019)- His work is considered to be a very
influential conceptual scheme. Even according to Dwyer (1978), cited by Michael
Molenda, Dale is recognized as one of the thinkers who inspired the visual
education movement (Molenda, 2003). In the book, Dale discusses successively
the impact of media in learning that provides learning experiences to learners.
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Dale's cone of experience is a visual tool that summarizes his classification
for learning media from various experiences (Molenda, 2003). Dale classifies
experiences simply as follows: direct experience, created experience, dramatic
participation, demonstrations, field trips, exhibitions, moving pictures, radio
recordings with pictures, visual symbols, and verbal symbols (Sary, 2019). This
theory states that learning activities that involve direct experience will make
students' knowledge acquisition greater (Hamdu et al., 2015)- Where direct
experience or concrete experience is hypothesized to provide in-depth knowledge
to students (Jackson, 2016)- Furthermore, students strengthen their knowledge
by observing the surrounding world and arrive at the highest ability to understand
symbols (Hamdu et al., 2015). In short, this theory is not a theory that only favors
direct experience as a medium of learning and dismisses other experiences
(Jackson, 2016; Molenda, 2003): However, to improve student learning
outcomes, teachers and students must use all available experiences. Moreover,
experiential learning is a complex relational process that involves balancing
attention to the learner and to the subject matter while also balancing reflection
on the deep meaning of ideas with the skill of applying them (A. Y. Kolb et al.,
2014).

In 1969, Dale revised his concept of experience by integrating Bruner's
1966 psychological theory (Sary, 2019)- Bruner discussed three types of learning
modes in his theory: direct experience (enactive), pictorial experience (iconic),
and abstract experience (symbolic) (Nasrullah et al., 2021)- In the direct
experience phase, students learn new things directly by practicing them. Then,
in the iconic phase, students learn something by utilizing images. Until students
can understand symbols in the abstract experience phase. Here is Edgar Dale's
cone of experience, which he combined with Bruner's theory (Sary, 2019):

Sym s
RecordingssRad
Still Picturs

%
ﬁ”
w |

Image 2. Edgar Dale's Cone of Experience (1969)
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However, his ideas in the cone of experience were developed and
summarized into conclusions that were never related to his published writing
(Jackson, 2016)- Presented by Pusvyta Sary, from Thalheimer's search, D. G.
Treichler -an employee of Mobil Oil Company- united Dale's concept with a graph
that claims several percentages that show the amount of information
remembered by a student in the learning process (Sary, 2019). According to
Sjostrom & Forsberg (2001), another misconception of Dale's theory is that
people remember fifty percent of what they see and hear, thirty percent of what
they see, twenty percent of what they hear, and ten percent of what they read
(Subramony, 2003)- With the internet and rapid advances in information and
communication technology, Edgar Dale's cone of experience is spreading rapidly.
Even faulty work has been found in various languages (Sary, 2019). Here is an
example of a misinterpreted cone of experience (Rahmawati, 2021).

People generally People are able to...
remember... (learning outcomes)
(learning activities) L

Define List
10% of what they read Read \\ Describe Explain

20% of what they hear // Hear \

30% of what they see J_alewiiieges, N\ Demonstrate

y Watch Videos \ QPPI%(
ractice

50% of what /  Attend Exhibitis/Sites
they see and f :
hear / Watch a Demonstration \
70% of what they / Participate in Hands-On-Workshops \ T Analyze
say and write [ Design Collaborative Lessons \ Define
90% of what /: Simulate, Model, or Experience a Lesson \ g.;?;:te

they do. . . . i
/ Design/Perform a Presentation - "Do the Real Thing" \

Image 3. Edgar Dale's misinterpreted Cone of Experience

Whereas Dale's academic work aimed to find ways of combining different
types of concrete learning experiences with higher student motivation and
engagement, his never-comparing ways of experiencing in a numerical context
does not diminish the descriptive power of the original concept of learning
experiences. In summary, the cone of experience theory is essentially a visual
metaphor for the idea that learning activities can be placed in broad categories
based on the extent to which they convey concrete or abstract information or
experiences.
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Experiential Learning Model in Arabic Language Learning

The process of retrieving and transforming experiences to produce
knowledge is known as experimental learning. This approach emphasizes the
human ability to reconstruct and interpret experiences (Syaifullah et al., 2021).
According to John Dewey, cited by Tria Wulandari, learning can be developed
through previous experiences to then be able to improve subsequent abilities
(Wulandari, 2020). Regarding experience, Dewey also added that experience is
a source of knowledge because it shapes how humans think so that they can act
wisely (T. Saiful Akbar, 2015). This opinion is also corroborated by David Kolb's
idea, which emphasizes that experiential learning means that experience plays
an important role in learning. According to him, learning through experiential
learning is practiced by gaining and transforming experience. That is what
distinguishes it from cognitive learning or behaviorism (Anggreni, 2020;
McCarthy, 2010). This statement states that experience plays a big part in
learning.

The most widely used experiential learning approach is David Kolb's
experiential learning model. His approach is a holistic adaptive process in learning
that combines experience, perception, cognition, and behavior (McCarthy, 2010).
The stages of the approach are concrete experience, reflective observation,
abstract conceptualization, and active experimentation. Students should be able
to participate in new experiences freely, openly, and without bias at the concrete
experience stage. Furthermore, students should be able to reflect on and consider
their experiences from various points of view during reflective observation.
Students should have the ability to create ideas that incorporate what they see
into an acceptable theory in the third stage, abstract conceptualization. Active
experimentation -or active experimentation- is the final stage. Students should
be able to use these theories to make decisions to solve problems (A. Y. Kolb &
Kolb, 2004; D. A. Kolb & Plovnick, 1974). With these stages, David Kolb's
experiential learning model is the most commonly used learning approach.

Effectiveness of Experiential Learning Method of Dale's Cone
Experience Model in Arabic Language Learning

In the practice of experiential learning in Arabic, concrete experience
begins with providing Arabic vocabulary as the initial capital for communicating
with Arabic. Learning Arabic vocabulary can be done by using the direct method
-by saying the vocabulary together-, using miniature objects from the vocabulary,
or by playing videos of Arabic conversations so that students can understand the
application of vocabulary directly and express their experiences (Naqvi, 2012;
Umroh, 2022). In other themes, Arabic language learning that provides concrete
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experiences for students can utilize miniature environments that are in
accordance with the theme. For example, Arabic language learning related to
banking can utilize miniature banks directly (Mulu et al., 2022). Arif Widodo's
development research on learning Arabic through discovery learning (observing
and experimenting to help students find a concept) (Arif Widodo et al., 2021).
Activities for vocabulary building, conversation (muhadatsah), and speaking
practice in Arabic (Rochmat et al., 2022) can also be done at this basic stage.
This stage will provide students with concrete experiences in learning Arabic.

Next is the reflective observation stage. This stage in Arabic language
learning can be started by making examples of Arabic conversation texts with my
peers or by making example sentences in Arabic (Umroh, 2022). Conversely,
learning can also be done using the inductive method, where the teacher gives
examples of the rules and then explains them. Then students look for the
meanings of sentences or examples of rules that they do not understand in the
book (Rozak, 2018). Another method, as stated by Jaziela Huwaida, in her
research on the book Ayo Belajar Bahasa Arab, is that Arabic learning exercises
such as matching words, discussing or dialoguing with the teacher, and grouping
Arabic words can also help students practice the lessons they have learned before
(Huwaida et al., 2023). With this pattern, it is expected that students can apply
their previous practical experience.

In the abstract conceptualization phase, Arabic learning can be done with
videoscribe media, which is software to create whiteboard animations
automatically. The media is able to attract students' attention during teaching
and learning activities so that the message or learning can be conveyed. In
addition, videoscribe can also clarify abstract things and provide a more realistic
explanation (Hasan & Baroroh, 2019). The research shows the role of visual
media in Arabic language learning. The role of visual media in this stage is
corroborated by the results of Kurniawan Hamidi's research on the use of
interactive animated videos as a medium for learning speaking skills. The results
show that the media is very good for training students in speaking skills (Hamidi
et al., 2023).

The level of active experimentation, which is the highest phase in Arabic
language learning, can be practiced with the debate method. This is because the
debate method is one of the methods that improve learners' abilities in the
context of active speaking (Ninoersy & Akmal, 2020). Speaking actively in Arabic
reflects their understanding of the language. In addition, learning Arabic using
an articulate storyline can also be a measure of students' understanding of what
they are learning. The articulate story line is implemented by giving illustrated
quizzes to students. Apart from that, according to Hossam Elsherbiny that drama
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project also an effective way of consolidating learners’ oral skill (Elsherbiny, n.d.).
So does the media with storytelling or digital storytelling (Dalim et al., 2019;
Sabry, 2015). The media increases students' enthusiasm in the classroom and
makes learning more fun (Fitri Sukmarini et al., 2021). Furthermore, practicing
the language in everyday activities can also enable students to use the language
spontaneously while focusing on what can be taught and improved (Alsubhi et
al., 2023). With it, students' ability to communicate in Arabic will be observed.

Experiential Learning Arabic Language Learning
Approaches Methods
Learning Arabic by using the direct
method

Playing vi f Arabi n ion
Concrete Experience aying videos of Arabic conversations

Utilizing miniature environments

Learning Arabic by discovery learning

Speaking practice

Making examples of Arabic
conversation texts

Learning Arabic using the inductive

Reflective Observation method

Learning Arabic by discussion and
dialogue

Learning Arabic by using animation
Abstract Conceptualization software

Learning Arabic by visual media

Learning Arabic by practice

Learning Arabic by debate

Active Experimentation Learning Arabic by telling story

Learning Arabic by short drama

Table 1. Arabic Learning Methods by Experiential Learning Approaches

Experiential learning and Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory have a
strong fit in the context of Arabic language learning. Dale's cone of experience
theory illustrates different levels of student participation and involvement in
learning, ranging from concrete experience to abstract conceptualization.
According to Dale, direct and interactive experiences promote more effective
learning, which is consistent with the experiential learning approach. In
experiential Arabic learning, students engage in direct experience by speaking,
listening, reading and writing in Arabic, which is the first step in the cone of
experience. This step will make it easier for students to learn the language
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(Rochmat et al., 2021)- Through this direct experience, students build a deeper
understanding of the language structure, vocabulary, and social context in which
Arabic is used. Then students can build abstract conceptions and generalize their
understanding through reflection, discussion, and further practice. By combining
the concept of experiential learning and Edgar Dale's concept of experience
theory, Arabic language learning becomes more focused, meaningful, and
effective for students.

The application of Dale's cone experience model of experiential learning in
Arabic language learning has proven to be very effective. This model focuses on
hands-on experience as the main method of learning, allowing students to
actively engage in the use of Arabic in real-life situations. Starting with concrete
experiences such as speaking in daily conversations, listening to stories, reading
Arabic texts, and writing messages or compositions, students can practice and
refine their language skills. These hands-on experiences help students feel and
understand the Arabic language to be used, improve vocabulary acquisition,
correct grammar, and enrich language structures. In the context of Arabic
language learning, this model allows teachers to create situations that motivate
students to interact and use Arabic creatively, resulting in deeper understanding
and better communication skills. Thus, Dale's cone experience model of
experiential learning helps to create Arabic language learning that is focused,
relevant, and empowers students to master this language.

CONCLUSIONS

The conclusion of this study is that Edgar Dale's cone of experience theory
is a visualization of learning media that summarizes and classifies various
experiences as learning media. Direct or concrete experience is the basic
experience that will provide deep understanding to students. However, the
existence of this theory does not mean siding with these experiences and
dismissing other experiences. According to this theory, teachers and students
must use all existing experiences. The learning model that is in line with this
theory is experiential learning. In this learning, the stages that must be carried
out are concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualization,
and active experimentation. In practice in Arabic language learning, experiential
learning can be done with many activities, such as vocabulary learning by utilizing
the environment, practicing making example sentences and conversations,
discussing, or debating practices. The result is that Dale's cone experience model
of experiential learning helps to create Arabic language learning that is focused,
interesting, and empowers students to master it. This model is also very effective
in teaching Arabic as a means of communication.
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