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Verbal hostility, corporal punishment,
nonreasoning strategies, and directiveness
in reflecting authoritarian parenting style

Pipih Muhopilah', and Fatwa Tentama?

Abstract

Parenting is classified into several types, one of which is authoritarian parenting. Verbal hostility, corporal punishment,
nonreasoning / punitive strategies, and directiveness are characteristics of this parenting style. The construct validity
and construct reliability of the authoritarian parenting scale, as well as the characteristics and indicators that reflect
authoritarian parenting, are being investigated. This study included all students in class VIII at Yogyakarta’s state junior
high schools X, Y, and Z, which totaled 524 students. This study’s sample size was 185 students. The sampling technique
employs cluster random sampling. Data is gathered using an authoritarian parenting scale. The research instruments
are distributed directly to the subject. Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) was used to analyze the research data in the
SmartPLS 3.2.8 program. The data analysis results of this study show that the characteristics and indicators that reflect
authoritarian parenting are valid and reliable. The most dominant aspect that reflects authoritarian parenting is corporal
punishment, while directiveness is the weakest aspect that reflects authoritarian parenting. As a result, because the
theory describing the construct of authoritarian parenting corresponds to empirical data obtained from the subject, the

measurement model can be accepted.
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Introduction

Children’s cognitive, linguistic, motor, and socioemotional
development is believed to significantly affect their life
wellbeing (He et al., 2020). The parenting style is among
important factors affecting children’s development (Lassassi
, 2020; Olla et al, 2018). Parenting styles represent a
combination of different elements that create an emotional
climate when parents communicate and behave towards
their children. Parents’ behaviors may be presented through
gestures, intonation, emotional reaction, attention, and any
behaviors shown toward their children (Dalimonte & Williams
,2020). Baumrind (1967) classifies parenting styles into three
styles: authoritative, authoritarian, and permissive parenting
styles.

Authoritarian parenting style is defined as a style that
attempts to shape, control, and evaluate children’s behaviors
and attitude according to the parents’ standards, provides
a minimum discussion between parents and children, and
demands children to adhere to rules set by the parents
(Baumrind , 1968). Authoritarian parents oblige their children
to follow values expected by the parents despite children’s
difficulties and problems due to their parenting style (Olla et
al, 2018).

Children with an authoritarian parenting style may
encounter numerous developmental stages (Olla et al, 2018).
Authoritarian parenting style is reported to be associated
with children’s poor regulation of emotion, making them
difficult to regulate their emotions (Shaw & Starr , 2019),
risk of depression (Liu & Merritt , 2018), and even being
permissive, perceiving suicidal action as normal (Choi et al.,
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2020). Children with authoritarian parenting style tend to
exhibit late learning readiness (Kim et al., 2018), which result
in poor learning performance and achievement (Oliveira et al.,
2018; Albuhairan et al. , 2017). Regarding their interaction
with the environment, children with authoritarian parenting
styles tend to find it difficult to adjust themselves to the
environment (Yazdani & Daryei , 2016), and become a bully
(Mubhopilah et al., 2019, 2021), tend to exhibit aggressive
behaviors as they imitate their parents’ violence (Olla et al,
2018; Mufioz et al., 2017).

The authoritarian parenting style highlights a high degree
of behavioral control with low acceptance (Robinson et al.,
2001), where parents urge their children to follow their
commands without providing opportunities to talk and discuss
(Santrock, 2011), parents make rules and expect their children
to follow them (Richardson & Schuster, 2004), and view
negative punishment as a normal when children disobey
(Moscatelli & Rubini , 2011).

According to Robinson et al. (1995), the characteristics
of authoritarian parenting style are: 1) Verbal hostility.
Authoritarian parents often verbally abuse their children,
e.g., scolding them, shouting at them for their bad behavior,
debating them, and showing disapproval by quarreling. 2)
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Corporal punishment. Authoritarian parents usually use
corporal punishment as a method to discipline their children.
3) Nonreasoning/punitive strategies. Parents punish their
children by taking children’s rights without reasonable
reasons or only a little explanation. They leave their children
alone in a place without or with only a little explanation. 4)
Directiveness. Authoritarian parents often tell their children
what they have to do, demand children to do what they say,
criticize their children when their behaviors are not like what
they expect. Based on this description, the hypothesis in this
study is that the characteristics of authoritarian parenting are
verbal hostility, corporal punishment, nonreasoning/punitive
strategies, and directiveness, which together reflect the
construct of authoritarian parenting.

The Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) is one of the
approaches used to test the measurement construct. This test
is performed to measure the authoritarian parenting style
model in order to depict the characteristics and indicators
of the authoritarian parenting style. The latent construct is
tested through the construct validity test, while the construct
reliability is examined using second-order CFA (Ghozali &
Latan, 2012). Based on the description above, authoritarian
parenting style is an important variable to understand, thus
requiring a valid, reliable scale to measure the authoritarian
parenting style. Two research problem in this paper was
formulated as follows: the authoritarian parenting style
scale is a valid and reliable scale, and (b) verbal hostility,
corporal punishment, nonreasoning/punitive strategies, and
directiveness simultaneously reflect authoritarian parenting
style construct. This study aims to test the construct validity
and reliability of the authoritarian parenting scale and examine
the characteristics and indicators reflecting the authoritarian
parenting style. This study attempts to test the conceptual
model of authoritarian parenting through the 2nd Order CFA
approach. This research shows the role of verbal hostility,
corporal punishment, nonreasoning/punitive strategies, and
directiveness in reflecting the authoritarian parenting style.

Method

Population, Sample, and Sampling Technique

The population in this study were all class VIII students at
schools X, Y, and Z, a state junior high school in Yogyakarta,
with a total of 524 students. The sample in this study was 185
students consisting of 98 boys and 87 girls with an age range
of 13-16 years (M = 14 years). The sample in this study was
taken by a sampling technique, namely the cluster random
sampling technique. The way to do this is to make rolls of
many classes in each school, write the name of each class and
then take one roll. The class name of the scroll was selected
as the sample in the study. Data was collected by distributing
the research scale directly to participants.

Data Collection Method

The authoritarian parenting style in this study was
measured using an authoritarian parenting style scale,
which was developed following the characteristics of
the Authoritarian parenting style proposed Robinson et
al. (1995) : verbal hostility, corporal punishment, non-
reasoning/punitive strategies, and directiveness. Sample items
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Table 1. Authoritarian Parenting Style Blueprint
Item no.

Characteristics Favorable Unfavorable Item
Verbal Hostility 1,9,17 5,13, 21 6
Corporal Punishment 2,10,18 6, 14,22 6
Nonreasoning/Punitive 3,11,19 7,15,23 6
Strategies
Directiveness 4,12, 20 8, 16, 24 6
Total 24

of the questionnaire read “My parents talk harshly when they
think I’ve done poor work,” “My parents threaten me when
I do not obey them,” “My parents punish me without telling
my mistakes,” and “My work has to be done according to my
parents’ word.” The following table 1 presents the blueprint
of the scale.

Construct Validity and Reliability

The construct validity and reliability in this study were tested
using the outer model test with smartPLS 3.2.8. The validity
test consists of convergent and discriminant validity tests.
The construct is deemed to have convergent validity if its
loading factor and cronbach’s alpha values are higher than
0.5 (Jogiyanto , 2011; Hair et al., 2014). Meanwhile, the
construct is deemed to have discriminant validity when the
root AVE of the characteristics is higher than the correlation
with the root AVE of other characteristics (Jogiyanto , 2011;
Ghozali, 2014; Ghozali & Latan, 2015). The construct
reliability was measured by determining the instrument’s
internal consistency. The reliability score could be seen from
the composite reliability and Cronbach’s alpha values. The
expected composite reliability and cronbach’s alpha values
are >0.7 and 0.6, respectively (Jogiyanto , 2011; Hair et al.,
2014). Figure 1 displays the model tested in this study.

Data Analysis

The data in this study were analyzed using outer model with
2nd order CFA approach through SmartPLS 3.2.8. Partial
Least Square (PLS) is one of the tools to test a construct
validity and reliability, which is categorized as variance-based
SEM (Abdillah & Hartono , 2015).

Result and Discussion

The following Figure 2 shows the outer model measurement.

Construct Validity Test Result

Convergent validity The convergent validity analysis was
made by seeing the loading factor and the Average Variance
Extracted (AVE) values. Based on the data analysis result,
the loading factor of the variable to the characteristics and
the loading factor of the characteristics to the indicator of
> 0.5. The next step was seeing the AVE values. The AVE
value of the authoritarian parenting style was 0.519 (> 0.5).
Table 2 presents the factor loading and AVE value of each
characteristic.

Discriminant Validity. The construct discriminant validity
was determined by comparing the root Average Variance
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Authoritarian Parenting Style

Figure 1. Authoritarian parenting style conceptual model
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Figure 2. Outer Model Output. Note: a) Authoritarian Parenting, b) Verbal Hostility, ¢) Corporal Punishment, d) Non-reasoning/
Punitive Strategies, e) Directiveness

characteristics Thus, the discriminant validity in this study
has met the requirement. Table 3 presents the root AVE value

of authoritarian parenting style.

Extracted of the four characteristics. The result showed that
the the correlation value of root AVE of each characteristic
was higher than the correlation value of AVE with other
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Table 2. Convergent Validity Test Result

Factor loading

Characteristics AVE  Description
Item Variable

Verbal Hostility 0.667 - 0.906 0.774 0.633 Valid

Corporal Punishment 0.558 - 0.850 0.839 0.503 Valid

Nonreasoning/Punitive Strategies 0.649 - 0.882 0.825 0.607 Valid

Directiveness 0.645 - 0.861 0.732 0.55 Valid

Table 3. Discriminant Validity Test Result

Verbal Hostility

Corporal Punishment

Nonreasoning/Punitive Strategies

Verbal Hostility 0.796
Corporal Punishment 0.586
Nonreasoning/Punitive Strategies 0.542
Directiveness 0.352

0.586 0.542 0.352
0.71 0.691 0.62
0.691 0.779 0.733
0.62 0.733 0.742

Construct Reliability Test Result

The construct reliability was determined by seeing the
composite reliability and Cronbach’s alpha values. The
construct was deemed reliable if its composite reliability and
Cronbach’s alpha value is higher than 0.7. In this study, the
composite reliability and Cronbach’s alpha value was 0.838
and 0.757, respectively. In other words, the characteristics
measuring the authoritarian parenting style has met the
unidimensional criteria (Hair ez al., 2014). The validity and
reliability tests performed in this study showed valid and
reliable items capable of reflecting the characteristics of
authoritarian parenting style. They were items number 1, 6, 7,
8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22, 23, and 24. The analysis result indicated
that the measurement model is acceptable as the observed
characteristics can reflect the authoritarian parenting style.

Discussion

The analysis results in this study indicate that the authoritarian
parenting scale has met the validity and reliability of the
construct with aspects that reflect the authoritarian parenting
pattern, including verbal hostility, corporal punishment,
nonreasoning/punitive strategies, and directiveness. Corporal
punishment is dominant in reflecting authoritarian parenting,
with a loading factor value of 0.839. Corporal punishment
is described as children being confused about what their
parents want, parents not explaining why individuals have
to do something, and parents being rude when children make
mistakes (Adawiah , 2017). The weakest characteristic and
ability to reflect authoritarian parenting is directiveness, with
a loading factor value of 0.732. Directiveness is shown by
parents who do not support the activities that children do, one
of which is that children will have difficulty making decisions
when they will determine their careers in the future (Firdaus&
Kustanti , 2019). Authoritarian parents do not understand the
reasons for the child’s violation and do not provide direction or
assistance when the child has difficulties (Dewi & Susilawati,
2016). Authoritarian parents supervise but do not want to
listen to their children (Einstein & Indrawati , 2017).

The authoritarian parenting scale in this study has a
reliability value of 0.838 [>0.70], so it can be said to
be satisfactory or good (Hair et al., 2017). The results of
previous studies regarding the construct of authoritarian
parenting, which also explained the validity and reliability
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of the authoritarian parenting scale, included the research
of Lavri¢ & Naterer (2020), which measured authoritarian
parenting using the Parenting styles scale compiled by
Robinson et al. (1995) on this scale authoritarian parenting is
reflected through the dimensions of verbal hostility, corporal
punishment, and directiveness. The results of this study
indicate that the measurement of authoritarian parenting is
valid and reliable by obtaining Cronbach’s alpha of 0.736.
Another study was conducted by Melis & Selcuk (2018);
this study also used the Parenting styles scale compiled by
Robinson et al. (1995). In this study, authoritarian parenting
obtained a Cronbach’s alpha score of 0.750. In previous
studies, the reliability value of the authoritarian parenting
questionnaire for adolescents in Denpasar using SPSS 15.0
was 0.876 (Purnamasari & Marheni , 2017). The reliability
value in has a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.897 with vocational
students as research subjects (Putri, 2018). Another test of the
authoritarian parenting scale using SPSS with the subject of
high school students with a Cronbach’s alpha value of 0.940
(Lukouw et al., 2021).

The results of this study, when compared with previous
studies, indicate that this study can also be an instrument
to measure authoritarian parenting. This is based on the
reliability value, which indicates that the scale in this study
has a higher reliability value with a composite reliability
value of 0.838 and Cronbach’s alpha of 0.757. According
to Nunnally & Bernstein (1994), the score is in the good
category. Therefore, the results of this study are expected to
be a reference in describing the validity and reliability of the
authoritarian parenting scale construct for junior high school
students in Yogyakarta and can be a reference in subsequent
research related to the authoritarian parenting style variable.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis result, it could be concluded that: 1)
the authoritarian parenting style scale is valid and reliable,
and 2) all characteristics and indicators can reflect the
authoritarian parenting style. The most dominant aspect
reflecting the authoritarian parenting style was corporal
punishment, whereas the weakest aspect to reflect this
parenting style was directiveness.

Directiveness
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Recommendation

Future studies on authoritarian parenting style is expected
to link the authoritarian parenting style variable to
other variables. It is also recommended to apply more
comprehensive analysis techniques.
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